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REVIEW  OF  BUSINESS  CONDITIONS  -  I962 


SUMMARY; 

Economic  expansion  in  Alberta  during  I.962  was  exceptional  in 
that  it  was  marked  by  such  balanced  growth  on  all  fronts.  Particularly 
significant  was  the  fact  that  each  of  the  four  major  sectors  of  the 
economy  made  advances  which  broke  previous  records. 

The  value  of  production  of  the  mineral  industry  reached  an  unpre¬ 
cedented  figure  of  $579  million^  an  increase  of  22$  over  I96I.  Alberta 
with  7^  of  Canada’s  population  now  accounts  for  more  than  20$  of  the  value 
of  the  nation’s  mineral  production.  Alberta  again  maintained  its  second 
place  position  being  surpassed  in  the  value  of  mineral  production  only 
by  Ontario. 

Cash  Income  from  the  sale  of  farm  products  (excluding  Prairie  Farm 
Assistance  Act  Payments)  in  I962  was  up  by  approximately  '^$  over  I96I, 
topping  that  year’s  record  figure  of  $528  million  by  $25  million.  Bumper 
crops  and  higher  livestock  prices  were  contributing  factors  in  the  increase. 

The  value  of  manufacturer’s  factory  shipments  continued  its  upward 
trend  with  the  estimated  I962  figure  of  $970  million  up  more  than  3$o  over 

1961. 

Construction  activity  as  indicated  by  the  value  of  building  per¬ 
mits  issued  rose  to  an  all  time  high  of  $287  million.  The  construction  of 
residential  and  commercial  structures  was  noticeably  higher  than  in  prev¬ 
ious  years . 

Without  doubt,  I962  will  be  recorded  as  a  year  in  which  the 
economic  development  of  the  province  proceeded  at  a  most  satisfactory 
rate.  Moreover,  there  is  every  indication  that  the  year  I963  will  also 
be  one  of  continued  progress. 
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AGRICTJLTITEE: 

From  the  point  of  view  of  agriculture  the  year  I962  was  in 
pleasant  contrast  zo  the  drought  year  of  I96I.  Above  normal  precipitation 
was  prevalent  in  almost  every  area  of  the  province.  Bumper  crops  and  ample 
stocks  of  fodder  were  the  result.  However^  it  seems  that  the  farmers  are 
never  without  some  difficulties  and  wet  weather  delayed  harvesting  operatins 
in  most  areas  with  the  result  that  a  widespread  frost  caused  a  serious 
deterioration  in  the  quality  of  much  of  the  crop.  The  quality  of  fodder 
was  also  unfavourably  affected  by  the  wet  weather  in  many  areas  of  the 
province . 


The  1962  preliminary  estimate  of  farm  cash  income  from  the  sale  of 
farm  products  (excluding  supplem_entary  paym^ents)  is  million^  up  9^  over 

the  1961  figure  of  $528  million.  Since  the  bulk  of  the  payments  made  vender 
the  Gnthreshed  Grain  Assistance  Policy  for  I961  were  made  early  in  I962, 
these  supplementary  payments  are  up  by  almost  $15  million;,  as  compared  with 
last  year.  This  will  serve  to  increase  the  1982  total  cash  Income  position 
of  the  farmers;  although  this  revenue  is  attributable  to  the  previous  year. 

To  the  end  of  November;  total  receipts  from,  wheat  rose  by  $7.’+ 
million  while  returns  from  barley;  oatS;  r^^e  and  flax  fell  by^9-^  million. 
Thus,  total  returns  from  grain  were  down  by  $2.0  ro.illlon  or  approximate.ly 
Vfo. 

Since  the  spring  of  1962;  there  has  been  an  almost  uninterrupted 
rise  in  all  livestock  prices.  The  prices  paid  for  good  butcher  and  feede"" 
steers  were  up  by  $3.00  -  $4.00  per  cwt.  at  year  end;  while  hog  and  lamb 
prices  were  up  by  $1.00  -  $2.00  per  cwt. 

Higher  prices  coupled  with  increased  numbers  of  cattle-;  calves 
and  sheep  m.arketed  (hog  marketings  were  down  factionally)  resulted  in  a 
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sharp  rise  in  the  estimated  total  income  from  livestock.  At  the  end  of 
November,  returns  from  livestock  marketings  amounted  to  $221.6  million, 

7^  above  the  I96I  figure  of  $207.9  million. 

Farm  cash  income  from  dairy  products  remained  almost  unchanged 
from  last  year,  totalling  $35*6  million.  The  total  value  of  eggs  and 
poultry  marketed  th-^ough  registered  grading  stations  dropped  slightly  from 
$9.0  million  to  $8.8  million  in  I962. 

MINERAIS ; 

The  total  value  of  mineral  production  in  I962  rose  by  22'^  over 
1961  with  the  preliminary  estimated  value  totalling  $578.8  million.  As 
seen  in  the  following  table,  increases  in  oil,  gas  and  liquid  hydrocarbon 
production,  together  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase  of  $105*3  million 
in  the  total. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  marketing,  I962  was  a  satisfactory  year 
for  the  oil  and  gas  industry.  Crude  oil  and  condensate  production  rose  by 
over  10^,  reaching  the  mark  of  l80,000,000  barrels.  The  completion  late  in 
1961  of  the  Alberta  Southern  Gas  Pipeline  which  serves  the  California 
market  resulted  in  a  dramatic  increase  of  almost  ^0$  in  natural  gas  pro¬ 
duction  in  1962.  Similarly  affected,  although  to  a  somewhat  lesser  ex¬ 
tent,  was  the  production  of  related  products  such  as  propane  and  butane. 
Production  of  sulphur  more  than  doubled,  climbing  from  ^34,000  long  tons 
in  1961  to  approximately  1,000,000  long  tons  in  I962.  The  value  of  sulphur 
sales  Increased  by  an  encouraging  37/°^  almost  keeping  pace  with  the  rise 
in  production. 

On  the  supply  side  of  the  oil  industry,  the  picture  was  not  as 
promising.  Although  there  was  more  exploratory  drilling  done  in  I962 
than  in  the  year  previous,  development  drilling  declined  and  the  total 
footage  drilled  fell  from  9-9  million  feet  in  I96I  to  9*2  million  feet  in 
1962.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  were  more  well  completions  in  I962, 
an  Increase  in  the  number  of  dry  holes  resulted  in  fewer  oil  and  gas  well 
completions . 
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Mlneral  Production  -  Alberta 


1961  -  ] 

.962 

1.9 

6  1 

1  Q. 

6  2* 

Gold 

171 

$ 

6,064 

175 

$ 

6,200 

Silver 

oz . 

17 

16 

20 

20 

Salt 

tons 

83,880 

1,355,074 

89,000 

1,500,000 

Sulphur 

- 

6,133,261 

■- 

8,375,000 

Coal 

tons 

2,027,826 

10,472,978 

2,100,000 

10,000,000 

Natural  Gas 

mcf . 

500,843,900 

48,882,365 

832,000,000 

73,800,000 

Liquid  Hydrocarbons 

- 

23,059,867 

42,500,000 

Petroleum  Crude 

bbls. 

157,811,712 

355,530,845 

165,000,000 

414,000,000 

Clay  Products 

- 

3,517,473 

- 

3,700,000 

Cement 

tons 

677,91^ 

12,420,025 

745,000 

12,700,000 

Lime 

tons 

47,506 

838,365 

50,000 

880,000 

Sand  and  Gravel 

tons 

12,591,944 

10,927,057 

12,700,000 

11,000,000 

Stone 

tons 

96,753 

337,150 

100,000 

350,000 

TOTAL  VALUE 

473,430,540 

578,800,000 

*  1962  Preliminary  estimates  -  subject  to  i-evislon. 

The  production  of  the  minerals  used  by  the  ccnstruccion  industry;  clay 
products^  cement,  lime,  stone  and  sand  and  gravel  all  rose  in  19^2,  while, 
despite  the  fact  the  coal  production  was  up,  a  lower  value  per  ton  resulted 
in  a  slight  decline  in  total  value. 

MANUFACTURING; 

The  value  of  manufactured  shipments  continues  to  increase  year  by 
year  as  new  plants  commence  production  and  existing  plants  expand  their 
operations.  The  year  I962  was  no  exception  with  the  estimated  value  of  manu¬ 
factured  shipments  totalling  $970  million,  up  yf}  a^er  the  previous  year. 
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Value  of  Manufactured  Shipments  -  Alberta 

1961  -  1962 


1961 

1962* 

$ 

$ 

Foods  and  Beverages 

381,700,000 

395,000,000 

Leather  Products 

1,100,000 

1,200,000 

Textiles 

8,200,000 

9,000,000 

Clothing 

12,400,000 

15,000,000 

Wood  Products 

47,500,000 

50,000,000 

Paper  Products 

40,100,000 

41,500,000 

Printing  and  Publishing 

38,400,000 

41,000,000 

Iron  and  Steel  Products 

100,100,000 

80,000,000 

Transportation  Equipment 

24,300,000 

26,000,000 

Non-Ferrous  Metal  Products 

24,400,000 

25,000,000 

Electrical  Products 

7,000,000 

7,500,000 

Non-Metallic  Mineral  Products 

58,100,000 

65,000,000 

Petroleum  Products 

122,400,000 

130,500,000 

Chemical  Products 

65,400,000 

70,000,000 

Miscellaneous  Manufacturing  Industries 

11,000,000 

13,300,000 

TO'TAL 

942,100,000 

970,000,000 

*  1962  Preliminary  estimate  -  subject  to 

revision. 

As  seen  from  the  table  above  the 

Foods  and  Beverages 

group  record- 

ed  the  largest  increase  over  $13  million. 

A  very  large  part  of 

this  gain 

is  accounted  for  by  the  slaughtering  and  meat  packing  industry  which  con¬ 
tinues  to  expand  at  a  rate  of  approximately  lOfo  per  annum. 

The  petroleum  products  category  also  registered  a  healthy  gain, 
rising  from  $122.^  million  in  I96I  to  $130.5  million  in  1962^  an  increase  of 
approximately  7^* 
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Larg-rly  as  a  rsault  cf  the  lull  in  larga  pipeline  construction 

the  pipe  rr.iils  operated  far  below  oapaoity  through  nost  of  -"he  j^-ear.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  value  of  shifments  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  category  dropped  by 
$20  rdlliono 


During  1962,  sever -J.1  multi  “nil  lion  dollar  manufacturing  plants  were 
completed  and  construction  commenced  on  other  So  Also  a  nomber  of  s.malier 
plants  were  adued  to  the  manufacturing  comjl-x  of  the  prcvineoc  See  the 
list  of  new  industries  which  appe=.rs  a*-  tne  aid  of  this  Review 


Pa-rticularly  encouraging  was  tne  fact  that  a  number  of  plants 
vrioh  had  established  in  the  province  in  fh^  X'^ot  few  years  uidertook  size¬ 
able  expansion  programmes.  Sviiently  *.hrO'"  vnl'>.ime  cf  business  exceeded 
original  expectations  and  expansions  were  necessitated. 


Among  the  more  noficeable  i-rojects  completed  diring  the  year 
fere  a  $7  0  million  small  diameter  stsel  ripe  mill,  a  n-umber  cf  gas  pro¬ 
les  sing  p'^ants  located  throughout  the  province^  two  packing  plants  in  the 
$1-C  to  $1.0  million  range  ?t  a  $1.0  mdllion  milk  oondensery.  under  con¬ 
struction  dt  year  end  were  four  gas  processing  plants  valued  at  $1.C 
million  to  $2.0  million  each  one  gas  processing  facility  estomated  to  cost 


$lo.C  million,  a  brewery  valued  at  $5.0  million  and  several  plant  additions 
in  the  $900^000  range. 


CONSTRDCTTON; 

Construction  activity  in  almost  every  fields  with  the  exception 
of  pipeline  and  engineering  : onstreet ion ^  proceeded  at  an  accelerated  rate 
in  1962  as  compared  with  the  year  previous. 

Contracts  awarded  for  business  and  industrial  projects  were  up 
over  50^  and  respectively,  Ine  numDer  o^'  dweiling  uci'^'s  constructed  in 
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1962  was  considerably  higher  than  in  either  I96O  or  I961  as  seen  from  the 
following  table: 


Construction  of  Dwelling  Units  -  Alberta 
January-October ,  I96O-I962 


Under 

Construction 

Jan.  1  to  Oct.  31 

Under 

Construction 

Jan.  1 

Started  Completed 

Oct.  31 

i960 

5,983 

U,677 

7,696 

2,816 

1961 

3,012 

8,267 

6,1^9 

4,82U 

1962 

5,087 

9,662 

8,382 

6,393 

The  total  value  of  building  permits  issued  in  the  province  in 
1962  totalled  $287  million,  surpassing  the  previous  peak  year  1959  tiy 
$13  million.  Buoyant  conditions  in  the  construction  industry  rather  than 
being  localized  in  a  particular  area  prevailed  throughout  the  province. 
Permit  values  in  Grande  Prairie  were  up  by  more  than  60^  over  I96I.  In 
Lethbridge  the  value  of  building  permits  issued  rose  by  hh^p  while  Red 
Deer's  permits  were  up  by  49^. 

In  the  two  major  centres  Edmonton  and  Calgary,  the  value  of 
permits  issued  showed  gains  of  28^  and  20^  respectively.  The  building 
permit  value  of  $90  million  in  Edmonton  established  a  new  record  while 
Calgary's  figure  of  $88  million  came  close  to  the  previous  peak  figure 
of  $102  million  established  in  1958* 


-8- 


Value  of  Building  Permits 

Issued  -  Alberta,  1955-1962 

Ten  Cities 

Other  Municipalities 

Total 

million 

million 

million 

$ 

$ 

$ 

1955 

154.7 

21.8 

176.5 

1956 

149,6 

38.6 

188.2 

1957 

137.8 

36.3 

174.1 

195S 

196.6 

61.9 

258.5 

1959 

203.1 

70.9 

274.0 

i960 

151.1 

52.3 

203,4 

1961 

172.8 

62.0 

234.8 

1962  * 

217.3 

70. 0 

287.0 

*  Preliminary  estimate 

EL'gTTRIC  POVJER; 

With  the  consumption  of  electric  pover  increasing  steadily  near 
one  rate  of  lOffo  per  annurn^  facilities  for  the  generation  of  electric 
power  are  being  expanded  continually  to  meet  the  ever  growing  needs  of 
both  domestic  and  industrial  consumers.  During  the  past  year  an  additional 
generating  unit  was  installed  by  Calgary  Power  Limited  at  its  Wabamun 
plant.  This  marks  the  beginning  of  the  transition  from,  natural  gas  to 
coal  as  a  source  of  fuel.  Subsequent  units  to  be  installed  at  Wabamum 
will  be  coal  fired  as  well. 

Excellent  progress  is  being  made  at  the  Brazeau  hydro  install¬ 
ation  which  will  cost  an  estimated  $45  million.  The  construction  of  the 
dam.  has  now  been  completed  and  the  downstream,  benefits  from  the  regulation 
of  the  flow  of  the  North  Saskatchewan  river  are  being  felt.  The  first 
electric  generation  unit  with  a  capacity  of  200,000  HP  will  be  in  operation 
in  late  1964  or  early  I965 •  As  the  demand  for  power  grows  additional 
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200,000  HP  units  will  be  added.  Each  additional  unit  will  cost  $9  million 
and  present  plans  envisage  a  total  of  four  such  units. 

EMPLOYMENT: 

The  labour  situation  at  the  end  of  I962  was  characterized  by 
higher  labour  income  (up  5^)  and  lower  levels  of  unemployment  than  in 
previous  years.  The  favourable  fall  weather  conditions  allowed  construction 
projects  to  proceed  well  into  mid  December  at  which  time  many  projects 
were  closed  in  and  work  was  continued.  Favourable  weather  coupled  with  an 
expanded  Winter  Works  programme  resulted  in  the  number  of  unplaced 
applicants  for  employment  taken  as  a  percentage  of  the  labour  force  being 
lower  than  it  has  been  since  1957*  The  carry  over  of  construction  work 
into  1963  should  contribute  to  less  seasonal  unemployment  in  the  early  months 
of  the  new  year  than  there  was  last  year. 

GENERAL: 

The  generally  buoyant  business  climate  in  I962  was  reflected  by 
many  of  the  economic  indicators.  Retail  sales  in  I962  were  running 
above  I96I  at  the  first  of  November.  Reports  of  better  than  average  trade 
during  the  Christmas  season  promising  to  give  an  added  boost  to  the  total. 
Wholesale  sales  rose  by  lOfo  with  the  increase  well  distributed  throughout 
the  province . 

Sales  of  new  motor  vehicles  scared  in  I962  with  sales  22'^  ahead 
of  the  year  previous.  Life  Insurance  sales  rose  by  4^.  Bank  debits  have 
been  steadily  above  those  of  I961  with  an  Increase  of  12^  reported  at 
October  1st. 

Higher  farm  cash  income  and  labour  income  auger  well  for  con¬ 
tinued  expansion  of  retail  and  wholesale  trade.  Still  further  increases 
in  sales  of  motor  vehicles,  farm  machinery  and  building  materials  are  in 


prospect. 
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REGIONAL  OUTLOOK 


-  as  reported  by  area  correspondents 


MEDICINE  HAT 


AGRICULTURE; 

While  the  drought  situation  this  year  did  not  cover  as  large  an  area 
as  last,  it  has,  nevertheless^  affected  the  yields.  It  is  estimated  that^  for 
the  district^  the  wheat  yield  was  5  bushels,  which  Is  up  slightly  from  last 
year;  but  was  much  below  the  average;  due  to  the  dry  weather. 


Cattle  sales  on  the  other  hand;  are  up  about  lOfo  in  dollar  volume., 
as  compared  to  last  year.  The  difference  being  in  the  increase  in  the  price 
on  cattle. 

RETAIL  .AND  WHOLESALE  TRADE; 

Business  done  to  date  shows  an  increase  of  from  2  to  3^  in  volume. 
This  compared  to  last  year's  drop  in  volume  of  from  10  to  15%;  is  a  decidedly 
better  picture.  There  are  also  some  bright  spots ;  as  the  sm.all  goods  variety 
stores  report  reasonably  satisfactory  Christmas  Trade. 

THE  LABOR  SITUATION; 

Usually  at  this  tim^e  of  the  year  there  is  an  increase  in  unemploy¬ 
ment,  particularly  those  jobs  which  are  of  a  seasonal  nature.  At  the  end  of 
November;  there  were  768  male;  and  372  female  unplaced  applications  carried 
at  the  Unemployment  Office.  These,  compared  with  920  male  and  390  female 
unplaced applications  at  the  sarnie  period  last  year. 


CONSTRUCTION  ACTIVITY; 

Construction  figures  for  the  first  eleven  months  of  I962  were  60I; 
for  a  value  of  $5^707,»720.  This  compares  with  588  permits  for  a  value  of 
$6;405;025  for  I96I;  down  $697,305  from  the  previous  year.  House  building  at 
the  end  of  November  totalled  157  as  compared  with.  I90  at  the  end  of  October 

1961. 
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GENEML  COMMENTS: 

Again  the  effects  of  a  light  crop  in  the  area  around  Medicine  Hat, 
reducing  farm  purchasing  power,  is  very  much  in  evidence,  but  the  large  a- 
mounts  in  cash  derived  from  the  sale  of  cattle  has  offset  this  condition  to 
a  degree.  Industrial  activity  has  kept  up  very  well  with  very  little  lay¬ 
off. 


The  official  opening  of  our  latest  plant,  Alberta  Western  Beef  Co., 
employing  approximately  60  people  has  made  a  difference  in  the  industrial 
situation.  It  therefore,  holds  that  the  employment  situation  should  not 
worsen  during  the  Winter. 


While  the  average  acreage  in  this  South  Eastern  part  of  the 
Province  has  Improved  slightly,  the  prospects  for  I963  a^re  far  from  bright. 
Continued  lack  of  moisture,  and  high  winds,  have  caused  soil  drifting  in 
some  areas.  Unless  there  is  considerable  snow  this  Winter,  and  sufficient 
rain  in  the  Spring,  we  could  be  in  for  another  dry  year. 


LETHBRIDGE 

AGRICULTURE; 

The  drought  in  the  south-east  area  resulted  in  poor  pastures  for 
livestock  and  very  short  crops.  Rainfall  was  below  normal  east  of  Leth¬ 
bridge,  but  timely  rains  resulted  in  crops  that  were  almost  average  and 
certainly  better  than  I96I. 

Livestock  populations  are  on  the  increase  but  still  packing 
plants  are  finding  it  difficult  to  secure  enough  cattle  for  killing  in 
their  plants .  There  seems  to  be  a  trend  towards  more  feed  lots  run  pro¬ 
fessionally.  Cattle  prices  are  excellent  -  in  fact  they  are  so  good  some 
cattlemen  would  like  to  see  a  reduction  to  more  stable  levels. 
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Rovr  crops  on  the  whole  were  average  to  good.  The  corn  crop  was 
one  of  the  best  on  record^  but  unfortunately  was  hit  by  early  frost  which 
resulted  in  damage  and  fairly  heavy  losses.  The  five-year  program  in¬ 
augurated  by  Planned  Production  Service  of  the  Federal  Department  of 
Agricul.ture  is  designed  to  eliminate  all  disease  in  potatoes  and  should 
result  in  better  quality^  greater  uniformity,  and  oonsequently  Improved 
marketing  of  potatoes . 

Sugar  beets  cropped  very  well  with  above  average  sugar  content. 

An  open  fall  resulted  in  the  beets  coming  out  of  the  ground  clean  with  very 
little  dockage  for  dirty  beets.  A  new  dehydrating  plant  at  Picture  Butte 
will  increase  the  production  of  dried  molasses  beet  pulp  which  is  used 
extensively  in  livestock  feeding. 

RETAIL  AM)  WHOLESALE  TRADE: 

Lethbridge  is  showing  approximately  a  5^  to  6^  increase  in 
wholesale  trade.  Retail  trade  has  been  excellent  and  the  buying  for 
Christmas  should  result  in  an  all-time  high. 

LABOR  SITUATION: 

Due  to  the  extremely  active  construction  year_,  there  has  been 
some  shortage  in  skilled  labor.  On  the  whole  unemplojrment  in  Lethbridge 
is  well  below  average  for  Western  Canada.  While  the  female  labor  situation 
is  in  balance;  there  is  a  tendency;  perhaps ;  for  a  surplus  in  the  clerical 
trades;  but  this  has  not  created  any  marked  surplus. 

CONSTRUCTION  ACTIVITY  ADD  OUTLOOK: 

This  has  been  the  highest  dollar-value  year  in  Lethbridge  history 
with  many  large  Industrial  building  programs  under  way  or  completed.  In 
addition  to  schools;  hospitals;  nurses  residences;  etc.;  rhere  has  been 
marked  activity  in  commercial  construction. 
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The  Junior  College  and  Vocational  School  should  be  completed  in 
March,  19^3 ^  and  the  Junior  College  section  is  already  offering  a  great 
diversification  of  courses  for  first-year  university,  terminal  courses,  and 
adult  education  courses. 


GENEEAL  COMMENTS: 

VJith  excellent  agricultural  production,  the  prices  for  live¬ 
stock  remaining  good,  overseas  sales  of  wheat,  increased  industrial  pro¬ 
duction,  the  business  outlook  in  Lethbridge  is  extremely  favourable. 

Completion  of  construction  projects  currently  under  way  will 
result  in  continued  employment  and  there  are  several  major  projects  due 
to  come  on  the  drawing  boards  within  the  next  month  which  will  ensure 
continued  high  employment  in  the  construction  trades. 

The  completion  of  No.  3  Highway  through  B.C.  will  provide  an 
alternate  route  for  tourists  going  or  coming  over  the  Rogers  Pass .  The 
improved  tourist  facilities  outlined  above  will  no  doubt  be  a  factor 
which  will  contribute  to  Increased  tourist  business. 


RED  DEER 

AGRICULTURE: 

The  1962  growing  season  was  an  exceptional  one  in  this  District. 
All  types  of  crops  were  good.  An  abundance  of  feed  grains  and  hay  were 
produced  and  harvested  in  good  condition.  Cash  crops,  wheat,  oats  and 
barley  were  also  high. 

The  cattle  market  showed  a  good  upsurge  and  many  more  feeder 
stock  were  raised. 

The  establishment  of  the  new  Packing  Plant  in  the  area  has  est¬ 
ablished  a  demand  for  cattle  and  hogs.  The  plant  is  operating  at  high 


1,4 


capacity  and  can  handle  a  large  portion  of  the  stock  raised. 

Reserve  moisture  is  very  good  and  I963  crop  prospects  are  high. 
RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE  TRADE” 

A  survey  of  the  retailers  indicates  I962  has  been  a  good  mer- 
chandt'sing  year  and  sales  on  the  average  are  up  approximately  IQffoo  Whole  = 
sale  has  had  a  very  good  year.  Red  Deer  is  fast  becoming  a  strong  dis^ 
tribution  area  and  m.any  new  warehouses  are  being  constructed.  There  has 
been  a  lOfo  increase  in  wholesale  business  through  I962. 

SITUATIONS 

There  has  been  a  very  full  work  year.  Unemployment  has  been 
extremely  light  and  there  has  been  a  big  demand  for  what  labor  has  been 
available.  Most  people  registered  vlth  U.I.C.  have  been  transients  or 
unemployable  and  those  wishing  to  jobs 

There  has  been  no  labor  unnest  ^.nd  management/labor  relations 
have  been  on  a  very  high  plane. 

CONSTRUCTION  ACTiyiTY  AND  OUTLOOKS 

Red  Deer  has  exp;erienced  its  heaviest  building  programme  in 
historju  Prior  to  this  year  1959  had  been  the  record  year  with  a  total 
programme  of  $8,3  million.  This  figure  was  passed  early  September  I962 
and  the  year  should  close  with  a  final  total  of  around  $10.5  million. 
Construction  has  been  quite  diversified  and  includes  residential,  com¬ 
mercial,  industrial  and  institutional. 

Every  indication  is  for  another  boom  year  in  1983  and  we  ant¬ 
icipate  passing  the  I962  mark  and  establishing  a  new  record. 

There  appears  sufficient  building  in  view  to  justify  a  full 


winter  programme . 
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GMERAL  COMMEITTS: 

It  would  appear  Red  Deer  is  starting  into  a  period  of  expansion 
and  development  that  could  continue  for  years.  Its  central  location  is 
attractive  to  the  wholesale  and  distribution  business  and  its  large  and 
heavily  populated  trading  area  has  resulted  in  several  large  retail 
stores  locating. 

From  the  known  building  to  be  undertaken  in  I963  and  enquiries 
being  received  through  this  office  it  is  indicated  I963  could  be  one  of 
the  biggest  years  in  the  development  of  this  City.  While  retail  and 
commercial  businesses  have  shown  considerable  Interest  in  the  past^  in¬ 
dustry  is  now  indicating  very  strong  interest. 

Agriculturally^  19^3  should  be  another  big  year.  The  feed  lot 
industry  is  developing  fast  and  results  should  begin  to  be  felt  next  year. 
Moisture  reserves  are  good  and  crop  prospects  are  above  average. 

LLOYDMINSTER 

AGRICULTURE: 

In  this  area  in  I962  agriculture  was  in  a  very  favoured  position 
Providential  rains  came  at  the  right  time  to  grant  a  substantial  hay  crop 
and  an  abundant  harvest.  Interest  in  livestock  is  growing  and  remains  one 
of  the  cornerstones  of  the  agricultural  industry. 

RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE  TRADE: 

The  good  crop  of  I96I  was  reflected  in  a  generally  increasing 
retail  and  wholesale  trade  in  Lloydminster  and  the  surrounding  communities 
There  is  some  suggestion  that^  despite  the  relatively  high  turnover,  the 
net  profit  may  be  down  somewhat. 

LABOR  SITUATION: 


Farm  labor,  clerical  and  stenographic  help  is  scarce.  Common 


labor  is  plentiful  and 
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the  present  shut'-down  of  Kcdia.k  Refinery  has  meant 
that  some  regularly  employed  men  are  out  of  work  for  the  time  being. 


CONSTRUCTION  ACTr\/ITY  AbD  OdlLOCK; 

Construction  in  the  city  continued 
to  the  building  of  the  auxiliary  hospi'.al^,  se 
housijig  construeta on .  Further  institutional 
and  housing  should  continue  to  be  qui'^.e  high, 
likely  but  not  definite  as  yet. 


at  a  high  rate,  largely  due 
veral  business  places  and 
construction  is  in  the  offing 
Rusiness  cons true tier  is 


GENERAL  COMhlENTS  ON  1962; 

Highlights  of  I962  vere  the  good  har''''est  and  high  livestock  prices 
in  Agriculture  and  the  t.eniporary  clOE-ing  cf  Canadiaxi  Kodiak  in  the  city. 


Prospecbs  in  the  retail  and  wholesale  field  should  be  good  for 
1963  as  this  will  be  reflected  from  the  hign  returns  in  Agriculture  during 
1962.  Present  activity  in  the  oil  industry  worrld  appear  to  favor  this 
community  for  the  coming  year.  It  is  expected  that  other  industry  in  the 
community  will  be  operating  at  its  present  raparity  at  least  and  some 
im.prc Yemen t  might  come  about. 


GRANDE  PRAIRIE 

AGRICULTURE: 

Bumper  crops  were  harvested  in  1962.  Livestock  production  is 
under  very  cajteful  study  by  the  Diet, ri it  F.IL.A,  wrth  increased  marketing 
facilities  being  worked  cut.  Poultry  and  poultry  products  are  'up.  as 


are  market  vegetables. 


RETAIL  AM)  WHOLESALE  TRADE: 

Both  had  a  vero  vear  and  look  forward  to  even  better  re¬ 

turns  in  1963-  A  rapidly  expanding  pcpularic and  a  very  low  unemploy- 
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ment  factor  have  boosted  retail  sales;  while  the  wholesales  have  been  en¬ 
joying  buoyant  sales  to  the  construction  trades. 

LABOR  SITUATION; 

The  labor  situation  continues  to  be  excellent.  The  main  worry 
has  been  the  lack  of  skilled  or  semi-skilled  workers.  The  accepted 
winter  season  slump  in  employment  in  most  parts  of  the  country  is  largely 
wiped  out  here  by  the  lumbering  activity  in  the  bush  and  by  a  very  effect¬ 
ive  Winter  Works  program.  Construction  activities  have  continued  at  an 
accelerated  rate  to  date,  and  appear  to  continue  so  throughout  the 
winter,  and  so  have  had  a  very  strong  leveling  effect  on  the  labor 
situation . 

CONSTRUCTION  ACTIVITY; 

Construction  activity  has  been  at  an  all-time  high  during  I962 
and  shows  every  indication  of  acceleration  during  1963*  Housing  continues 
to  lead  other  construction  in  percentage  of  gain,  and  I963  undoubtably 
will  see  even  greater  numbers  of  housing  starts. 

GENERAL  COMMENTS; 

On  the  whole,  the  outlook  for  I963  is  very  optimistic  and  a 
feeling  of  buoyancy  is  very  apparent  in  all  areas  of  the  community. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Grande  Prairie  and  the  area  generally  will  con¬ 
tinue  its  steady  expansion,  and  there  is  definitely  indications  of  one, 
and  possibly  two  Industries  being  established  during  I963  which  will  do 
much  to  consolidate  the  gains  made  so  far.  The  agricultural  Community  is 
looking  forward  to  another  good  year  as  moisture  conditions  are  good  and 
feed,  seed  and  stock  conditions  and  supplies  are  also  excellent.  The  new 
Vocational  Training  School  will  be  in  operation  during  I963,  s-nd  this  will 
help  to  decrease  the  number  of  unskilled  workers  on  the  labor  market  in 


the  future. 
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MAMJFACTUEING  PLANTS  PROPOSED,  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION^  OR  COMFLFI'ED 

DIJRING  1962 


COMPANY 

CAPITAL  COST 

PRODUCIB 

STAGE  OF  DF7EL0PMENT 
AS  OF  31  DEC.  1962 

ACE  Industries  (Canada) 
Ltd.  Division  of  Dom¬ 
inion  Bridge 

CALGARY 

(in 

$ 

300,000 

equipment) 

WKM  Ga'^e  Valves 
(under license ) 

Production  in  Dom¬ 
inion  Bridge  Plant 

Academy  Automatic  Trans¬ 
missions  Ltd., 

CALGARY 

30,000 

Rebuilding  Auto¬ 
motive  Transmissions 

Completed 

Alberta  Oil  Tool  Company, 
EDMONTON 

(in 

80,000 

equipment) 

SucKer  Rods 

Relocation  to  ex¬ 
isting  building 
( leasing) 

Alberta  Sportswear 

Limited 

CALGARY 

Sports  Jackets, 

Crests,  etc. 

Renting 

Alberta  Western  Beef, 
MEDICINE  HAT 

X 

,500,000 

Beef  Processing 

Completed 

Alton  Building  Supplies 
RED  DEER 

80,000 

House  Prefab¬ 
ricating 

Under  Construction 

Ariel  Davis  I'fenufac taring 

Co . 

CALGARY 

3S000 

Stage  Lighting 
Equipment 

Completed 

Banister  Construction  Co. 

Ltd. , 

CAMROSE  OR  EDMONTON 

740,000 

Anti -Corros ion 
Protective  Coatings 
on  Pipe 

Proposed 

Barrigan  Woodvare  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

60,000 

Boats,  Furniture  & 
Fixtures  (wooden) 

Completed 

British  Am.erican  Oil  Co.  Ltd. 
California  Standard  Oil  Co. 

Ltd.  aiid  Pacific  Petroleums 
Ltd. 

kab(;b 

777,000 

Gas  Processing 

Under  Construction 

British  American  Oil  Co. 
EDMONTON 

Ltd. , 

650,000 

Addition  of  Conden¬ 
sate  facilities  to 
Refinery 

Under  Construction 

British  American  Oil  Co. 
RIMBEY 

Ltd.,  250,000 
(addition) 

Gas  Processing 

Under  Construction 

British  American  Oil  Co.  Ltd., 
and  Shell  Oil  Co.  of  Canada  2 
Ltd . , 

,000,000 

Gas  Pr-ocessing 

Plant 

Under  Construction 

LOOKOUT  BliTTE 
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STAGE  OF  DEVELOPMENT- 


COMPANY  1 

CAPITAL  COST 

PRODUCTS 

AS  OF  31  DEC.  1962 

Burns  and  Companv 

Ltd. , 

CALGARY 

r 

72,000 

Concentrated  Live¬ 
stock  feed 

Under  Construction 

Bums  and  Company  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

54,000 

(addition) 

Meat  Products 

Nearing  Completion 

Calgary  Feed  Service 
Limited; 

CALGARY 

35,000 

Concentrated  Feed  for 
Livestock 

Under  Construction 

Canada  Di^  Limited, 

EDMONTON 

80,000 

(addition) 

Carbonated  Beverages 

Completed 

Canada  Packers  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

66,000 

(addition) 

Meat  Products 

Completed 

Canadian  Bedding  Co.  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

106,000 

(addition) 

Furniture  & 

Furnishings 

Completed 

Canadian  Chemical  Co.  Ltd., 
CLOVER  BAR 

1,000,000 

(addition) 

Synthetic  Fibres 

Nearing  Completion 

Canadian  Industries  Limited 
CALGARY 

250,000 

ffercury  Seed  Dress¬ 
ings 

Completed 

Canadian  Oil  Tool  Manufact¬ 
uring  Co.  Ltd., 

CALGARY 

200,000 

Seismic  Drill  Bits 

Capital  Packers  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

113,000 

(addition) 

Meat  Products 

Completed 

Carnation  Company  Ltd. , 
WETASKIWIN 

1,000,000 

Evaporated  Milk 

Completed 

Century  Fibreglass  Limited 
CALGARY 

25,000 

Septic  Tanks  and 

Other  Products  of 
Fibreglass 

Proposed 

Con-Force  Products  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

20,000 

(addition) 

Precast  and  Prestressed 
Concrete  Products 

Completed 

Den  Hoed  Industrial  Wood¬ 
work 

LETHBRIDGE 

60,000 

Specialty  Items  of 
Woodwork 

Under  Construction 

Dow  Chemical  Company  of 
Canada  Ltd . , 

FORT  SASKATCHEWAN 

250,000 

(addition) 

Wood  Preservative, 
Sulphur  Catalyst 

Completed 

Du-All  Blocks  Ltd., 

EDMONTON 

100,000 

(addition) 

Light  Weight  Building 
Blocks 

Under  Construction 

Edmonton  Concrete  Block 

C  o .  Ltd . , 

500,000 

Concrete  Blocks 

Proposed 

Relocation 

COMNY 

CAPITAL  COST 

FRODUOIB 

STAGE  OF  DEVELOPkffiNT 
AS  OF  31  DEC.  1962 

Edmonton  Produce  Ltd. , 
EDMONTON 

25,000 

Eggs  and  Frozen 

Poultry 

Completed 

Edmonton  Rendering  Co.  Ltd. 
EDMOIiTON 

,  60, 000 

Fertilizers,  Meat  lyfeal. 
Tallow,  Greases,  Hides 

Completed 

Electro -Labs  Limited. 
CALGARY 

600,000 

Two-way  Radio,  kiagnet- 
ic  Tape,  etc. 

Completed 

Enternacrete  Products  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

40,000 

Grouting  Compounds  and 
Concrete  Additives 

Nearing  Completion 

Enchanger  Sales  and  Service 
Ltd . , 

CALGARY 

Heat  Snchangers  and 
Pressure  Vessels 

Renting 

Gilchrist  Engineering  and 
Sales , 

EDrONTON 

30,000 

Structural  Steel  and 
Miscellaneous  Iron 

Completed 

Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber 
Ltd. , 

EDMOIETON 

125,000 

Tire  Retread  Plant 

Completed 

Guardian  Steel  Fabricators 
Ltd. , 

CALGARY 

50,000 

Structural  Steel 

Completed 

Hamly  Press  Limited, 
EDMONTON 

25,000 

(addition) 

Lithography,  Printing 

Completed 

Hobbs  Concrete  Blocks 

20,000 

(addition) 

Concrete  Blocks 

Completed 

Home  Oil  Company  Ltd. , 
CARSTAIRS. 

4,000,000 

(addition) 

Gas  Pj.-oc easing 

Completed 

H.S.M.  Concrete  Ltd., 

PRD  DEER 

Cenent  Steps  and  Slabs 

Renting 

Imperial  Oil  Limited 
et .al. 

SVJAN  HILLS 

20,000,000 

Gas  Processing  Plant 

Under  Construction 

Inland  CLem.icals  (Canada) 
Ltd. , 

FORT  SASKATCHEV7AN 

150,000 

(addition ) 

Aluminum  Sulphate 

C  or.pleted 

Isothane  Industries  Ltd,, 
EDMONTON 

32,000 

Caulking  Compour'd 

Completed 

R.  Kapch insky 

30,000 

(addition) 

Machine  Shop 

Completed 
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COMPANY 

CAPITAL  COST 

PRODUCTS 

STAGE  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
AS  OF  71  DEC.  1962 

P.  Kruger  Concrete 

Products  Ltd., 

EDMDNTON 

$ 

60,000 

Concrete  Plant 

Completed 

Labatt’s  Erewery, 

EDMONTON 

5,000,000 

Malt  Liquors 

Under  Construction 

Lloydminster  Concrete 
Limited, 

LLOYDMINSTER 

25,000 

(addition) 

Concrete  Blocks 

Completed 

Marpak  Industries  Ltd. , 
EDMONTON 

2k, 000 

Plastic  Bottles 

Completed 

Martin  Paper  Products 

Co.  Ltd., 

CALGARY 

1,000,000 

Corrugated  Cartons 

Completed  Plant 
Relocation 

Martin  Paper  Co.  Lud., 
EDMONTON 

60,000 

(addition) 

Corrugated  Cartons 

Completed 

Mix  Bros.  Construction 

Co.  Ltd., 

EDMONTON 

ko,ooo 

Sand  and  Gravel 

Completed 

Mobile  Living  Products 

RED  DEER 

60,000 

Trailer  Campers 

Under  Construction 

Morgan  of  Canada  Ltd . , 
CALGARY 

Upholstered  Furniture 

Renting 

National  Concrete  Block 

Co.  Ltd., 

EDMONTON 

500,000 

Concrete  Blocks 

Completed 

North  American  Hide  Company, 

CALGARY 

Curing  of  Hides 

Renting 

Northwest  Fibreglass 
Industries  Ltd., 

CALGARY 

Septic  Tanks,  Chairs, 
Bins .  etc . 

Renting 

Northwest  Polyrama  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

150,000 

(in  equipment) 

Plastic  Products 

Plant  Relocation 
Completed 

Northwestern  Toni  Lynn 

Mfg. 

EDMONT'ON 

60,000 

(addition) 

Ladies  Sports  Wear 

Completed 

Pacific  Petroleimns  Ltd.,  & 
Trans  Canada  Pipe  Lines , 
EMPRESS 

27,000,000 

Natural  Gas  Processing 
Plant 

Under  Construction 

Page-Hersey  Tubes  Ltd. , 
CAMROSE 

7,000,000 

Small  Diameter  Steel 
Pipe 

Completed 
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COMPMJy  CAPITAL  CaST 

Pan  American  Oil  Co.  Ltd.^.  YJ'}  ,000 
LOBSTICK-EASYFORD 

Pan  American  Petroleum  and  20.000,000 
Texas  Gulf  Sulphur 
Company  et.al. 

WINDFALL 

Peace  River  liining  and  3^000,000 

Smelting, 

EDMOI^IT'ON 


Perma-Crete  Products  Ltd. , 
EDI«NT0K 

Petroleum  Rubber  Ltd., 
EDMOLITON 

Pixie  Food  Lim.ited, 

CALGARY 

Pow’er  Aid  Manufacturing 
Co.  Ltd., 

RED  DEER 

Prairie  ifetal  Products  Ltd., 
EDI^NTON 


150,000 

25,000 

(addition ) 

30,000 

7C,000 


Red  Deer 

Bottling  Ltd . , 

150,000 

RED  DEER 

Plant  Repl.i 
ment 

Red  Deer 

Cold  Storage 

RED  DEER 

.150,000 

Red  Deer 

Packers  Ltd., 

RED  DEER 

1,000,000 

Red  Rock 

Concrete  Pi'oducts 

100,000 

Ltd. , 

BLACKFALDS 

Reliable 

Printing  Co.  Ltd., 
EDMOETON 

1.30,000 

Robinson 

Oilfield  Specialty 
EDJ-^ONT'ON 

es,  3'^.)  000 

Saskatoon  Fire  Engine  Company  20,000 
CALGARY 


PRODUCTS 
Gas  Processing 

Gas  Fi’ocessing  Plant 

Iren  Ore  Processing 


Corxrete  Pi-oducts 

Indus t2''ial  Rubber 
It'-oducts 

Frozen  Prepared  Foods 

Generators 


Track  Bodies,  Storage 
and  Septic  Ta.;J:s, 
Custom  S''''eet  Me'';<al 
Fabrication 

Soft  Drinks 


Processed  lAcat 

Meat  Products 

C  0  n  c  re  be  Bu  i  ].d  ing 
Blricks 

Lithography  Printing 

Paraffin  Scrcapers  for 
0i3.ve_ls,  Sxing  check 
\  S' j.''/  e  s 

AsseiPf.y  of  Fire 
Engines 


STAGE  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
AS  OF  31  DEC.  1962 

Under  Construction 

Com.p.leted 

Proposed 

Completed 

Completed 

Renting 

Under  Construction 

Compleoed 

Propose  i 

I'iide:.’  C  onst.ruc t ion 

Completed 

Under  Construction 

Completed 

Completed 

Completed 
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STAGE  OF  DEVELOPMENT 


COMPANY 

CAPITAL  COST 

PRODUCTS 

AS  OF  31  DEC.  1962 

Shaw  Pipe  Protection 
(Alberta)  Limited, 
EDMONTON 

$ 

400,000 

Pipe  Coating  and 

Lining 

Completed 

Shell  Oil  Company  of  Canada 
Ltd. , 

WORSLEY 

.  2,500,000 

Gas  Processing  Plant 

Under  Construction 

Sicks  Lethbridge  Brewery 
Ltd. , 

LETHBRIDGE 

660,000 

(addition) 

Malt  Liquors 

Under  Construction 

Smith  Construction  Co.  Ltd. 
EDMONTON 

,  180,000 

Transit  Concrete  Mix 

Completed  Plant 
Relocation 

Steelman  Gas  (Alberta)  Ltd. 
EDMONTON 

,  1,600,000 

Gas  Processing  Plant 

Completed 

Style  Rite  Cabinets, 
EDMONTON 

38,500 

Cabinet  Shop 

Completed 

United  Grain  Growers  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

25,000 

Feeds 

Completed 

Vanir  Engineering  Limited, 
CALGARY 

35,000 

Pre-Fab  Steel  Buildings 

Completed 

Wendar  Adhesive  Corp. 
EDMONTON 

Contact  Cement,  Ceramic 
Tile  Adhesive 

Leasing  Plant  Re¬ 
location 

Western  Cabinet  Co.  Ltd., 
EDMONTON 

91,000 

(addition) 

Aluminum  Doors  &  Win-  Completed 

dows ,  Wooden  and  Tubular 

School  Furniture 

Western  Canada  Seed  Processors  3^0;000 

Co.  Ltd.,  (addition) 

LETHBRIDGE 

Hydrogenation  Plant 

Completed 

Western  Rock  Bit  Company 

Ltd . , 

CALGARY 

1,250,000 

( in  equipment  & 
inventories ) 

Hughes  Bits  Under 
License 

Renting 

West  Land  Metals  Company 
Ltd. 

72,000 

Fabrication  of 

Aluminum 

Completed 

CALGARY 
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